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In October, board, staff, and founding few 
members gathered to discuss the future operat-

our commitment to protecting ecologically sig-

access to recreational and natural areas. It was 

of land protection. After all, for some, access to 

one as well.

significant paradigm change came with a 
he Land 

 Despite our successes 

   As a matter of course, it was determined that HILT 

across Hawai‘i in need of permanent protection 
and begin work towards this goal. This process 

affect their decision to protect their lands.
   Personally, the thought of protecting iconic land-
scapes makes me exhilarated with the sheer po-
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– Anders F. Lyons
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the discussion! 
Join us on Facebook, Twitter (@HILandTrust), and Insta-
gram (@HILandTrust) for news and tidbits—we are always 

Share your comments, thoughts, wishes, and stories with 

@HILandTrust

@HILandTrust
On the cover:  This stunning view of Pu‘u O Hoku Ranch on Moloka‘i captures the nearly 3000 acres of conservation 
land protected with Hawaiian Islands Land Trust—nearly the entire east end of the island! Photo: Ron Chappell
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Macadamia nut farm in Ka‘u  and sweet potatoes on Hamakua Springs Country Farm.

-

easement.
   An FRPP easement not only assures that land remains in ag-
riculture, but it also protects the watershed, the soils, and the 

Although the FRPP program has been in place for a number of 
years, few landowners are aware that it exists. With the help of 

-
nolulu and Mike Brady on Maui,  and with the interest of an 

and ranches. For more information on FRPP, or other federal 

www.hilt.org
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Good Things 
Growing
The Land Trust is working in partnership with the Farm and 
Ranch Land Protection Program (FRPP) to help purchase con-

coffee and macadamia orchards of South Kona and Ka‘u, to 

Farm in South Hilo, to traditional kalo lo‘i on Maui, these lands 

-
tected in perpetuity. These easements are made possible by 

-

-
-

tion easements on farms and ranches. In order to qualify for 
the easement purchase, the landowners must agree to pro-
tect their natural resources and keep their land in agriculture. 
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Hawai‘i Island

from across Hawai‘i gathered in Kona 
-

took the opportunity for some face time 

industry—and a smattering of local politi-
cians (it is an election year.) The two-day 

trends. We appreciated the opportunity 
to educate conference goers on our initia-

lands in perpetuity. 

Maui
Rancher and ag easement donor Pardee 
Erdman has joined Hawaiian Islands Land 

of the multi-generational, family-run Ulu-
palakua Ranch. True stewards to the land, 
Pardee and his family made headlines in 

outreach to fellow ranchers and large 
landowners across the islands. He is a 
strong supporter of education and con-

board.

O‘ahu
Speakers at TEDxHonolulu this October 
shared their ideas and passions, among 

Scott Fisher. The conference was themed 
City 2.0, a day of urban inspiration. Talk 

-

with nature. With examples from his own 
life, Scott presented the idea of healing 

-

begin to care for land as we do our own 

such a broad array of solutions to our 
islands most pressing problems being 
shared. The entire experience was pretty 

-

org, or follow us on Facebook for links.

HILT Happenings

Currents



A quote from renowned Chicago archi-
tect Daniel Burnham has always resonated 

“Make no small plans, for 
they have no magic to stir men’s souls.” The 

and respected both locally and nationally for 
our work.
   Such status does not simply come from 
the numbers of acres protected. In my 20 

seen a signif-
icant change to the mission of land con-

-

-

and state boards and commissions, and we 
collaborate closely with many local and na-

-
tion and the special quality of life we are so 
fortunate to experience.  

-
land community in this work. Another quote 

American essayist Clarissa Oaks said, “Great 
ships, when moored in harbor are safe, 
there can be no doubt. But that is not what 
great ships are made for.” I am assured of 
the bright future of the Land Trust.
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We were blessed with great weather, 
great friends, and a wealth of good 

-

gathered at the Waihe‘e Coastal Dunes 
& Wetlands Refuge for a barbeque 

-
timental for us as were bidding a fond 

-
tor, Dale Bonar. Many came to share 
their aloha with the leader that was in-
strumental in creating a ground swell for 

sidebar.)

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS LAND TRUST

businesses that donated to the success 

Bakery, Menehune Water, Whole Foods 
Market Kahului, George Kahumoku, 

Starr, Maui Huliau Foundation, Fern Du-

Maui Printing Company, and all our 

hearts!

Dale’s 
Retrospective

HILT
Annual Picnic



Currents
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resources—this was the unanimous sentiment from our 
statewide board retreat this past October. In contrast to our 
long-held operations model, our new marching orders are bold 

meaning we were approached by willing landowners interested 
in protecting their lands. Then each project would go through 

phase—one that can be as resource draining for a one-acre 
parcel as it is for a thousand acre parcel. 

last 50 years. What can the Land Trust affect in the coming 50 

Hawai‘i. With this in mind, it was determined that we must 

of such an approach, for instance what would the Waikiki sky-
line be without the pristine silhouette of Diamond Head in 

such as, Honolua Bay on Maui and Coco Palms on Kaua‘i.
   A paradigm shift like this demands a period of focused 

are discussing and identifying iconic lands most in need of 
protection on their islands. Staff is looking for grants and fund-

-

your thoughts on this new direction for the work of Hawaiian 
Islands Land Trust.

Cover Story
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Greater Good: 
Conservation on an Iconic Scale



Places that Sustain Us:

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS LAND TRUST
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Waihe‘e Refuge
-Dale B. Bonar, Ph.D

is January 26, 2013!

Noodle.

Hawaii is strongly supported by the community. Align your business with 
a cause that has stoked the passion and will of our island residents. 

the best seats!

are on sale now at www.hilt.org.

Buy in to Buy Back the Beach

This past Annual Picnic at Waihe‘e Refuge was a wonderful 

-

-

-

to acquire the parcel was, to say the least, a daunting under-

-
nifer Higashino, we met with powers-that-be from DLNR and 

remaining acquisition funding from NOAA coastal protection 

donations.

   Despite our success, there were still large hurdles threaten-
-

ments that had been put in place in the 1990s when the land 

-

only clear-title warranty.
   Simultaneously, there was an outpouring of support from the 

welcoming place for students and residents to enjoy and learn. 
-

how important it was that our acquisition and stewardship 
was successful. The stars aligned, and I know the ancients 
smiled—it was meant to be.

Giving Matters
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Giving Matters

Many Ways 
to Give Thanks
As we head into the holiday season our thoughts tune-in to pie, roast 
turkey, family meals, counting our blessings, and sharing our gratitude 

-
-

more. With these blessings in mind, consider making an additional gift to 
Hawaiian Islands Land Trust. 

and depending on your personal circumstances, there are others. Con-

transfer stocks to us you do not pay capital gains taxes and the Land 
Trust is able to reap the full price of the stock. Depending on your tax 

-
count or life insurance policy. These are real gifts with real impact on our 

   As you prepare for the holiday season, count the Land Trust among 

lasting difference.

Planning to Pay It 
Forward

Imagine your life is a pebble thrown 
into a pool. What kind of rings would it 
generate in its wake? 
   Prearranging support for the Land 
Trust at the time of your passing perpet-
uates the gift of your life in way that will 
resonate for generations to come. 

assets, or other tangible assets to the 

operations, aiding us in our promise of 
perpetuity. 
The work to preserve the precious plac-
es of Hawai‘i personally resonates with 
many of us who love the islands. Some, 
like Jackie Brainard of Maui and Kath-
erine Alexander of Kaua‘i, will make it 
their legacy. By naming us in their will, 
Brainard and Alexander are giving in a 
way that will have a lasting and perma-
nent impression on the landscape of 
Hawai‘i. 
   If you have named Hawaiian Islands 
Land Trust in your will or are interested 
to know how to incorporate the 
organization into your estate planning, 
please contact Anders Lyons at 
(808) 244-5263 or anders@hilt.org.
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HILT Calendar of Events 
December 4 - Kaua‘i
Free, guided hike through the Waiakalua conservation area along the 
beautiful Kilauea coastline. Call (808) 755-5707 for reservations.

December 28 - Maui
Moonlight hike at the Waihe‘e Coastal Dunes & Wetlands Refuge. 

January 12 - Maui
Free, guided hike at the Waihe‘e Coastal Dunes & Wetlands Refuge. Call 

January 15 - Kaua‘i
Free, guided hike through the Waiakalua conservation area along the 
beautiful Kilauea coastline. Call (808) 755-5707 for reservations.

January 26 - Maui

March 9 - Maui
Free, guided hike at the Waihe‘e Coastal Dunes & Wetlands Refuge. 

March 19 - Kaua‘i
Free, guided hike through the Waiakalua conservation area along the 
beautiful Kilauea coastline. Call (808) 755-5707 for reservations.

I   Jennifer Luck


